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Who are the patients of international medical graduates?
In	2005–2006,	patient	visits	to	international	medical	graduates	comprised	
24.6%	of	all	visits	to	office-based	physicians.	Visits	to	international	medical	
graduates	were	less	likely	to	be	made	by	non-Hispanic	white	patients	(63.8%	S. Department of Health and Human Services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Health Statistics
U.S. medical graduates International medical 
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Figure 1. Percentage of office visits to U.S. medical graduates and international medical 
graduates by patient race and ethnicity
1Statistically significant difference between U.S. medical graduate and international medical graduate office visits.
SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, 2005–2006.
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Figure 2. Percentage of office visits to U.S. medical graduates and international medical graduates by patients’ primary 
expected sources of payment
1Statistically significant difference between U.S. medical graduate and international medical graduate office visits.
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Table 1. Characteristics of patient’s neighborhoods
Characteristic U.S. medical graduate International medical graduate
Median household income  $47,569 $44,758
Percentage with income below 
poverty level 10.6 12.6
Percentage foreign born 9.0 14.5
Percentage not speaking English at 
all or not very well 3.0 5.6
NOTES: All differences between U.S. medical graduate and international medical graduate office visits are statistically significant.  Estimates exclude cases 
missing information for international medical graduate status (6.2%) and neighborhood characteristic (6.8%). 
SOURCES: CDC/NCHS, National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, 2005–2006, and U.S. Census Bureau demographic data matched to the patient’s ZIP Code 
of residence. 
Table 2. Selected physician characteristics of U.S. medical graduates and international graduates
Selected characteristic U.S. medical graduate International medical graduate
Percentage of total physicians 76.5 24.5
Percentage non-Hispanic white 70.7 25.8
Percentage Asian or Pacific Islander 4.9 31.6
Percentage Hispanic or Latino 1.5 6.7
Percentage in primary care specialty 46.2 57.0
Percentage board certified 90.2 78.0
NOTES: All differences between U.S. medical graduate and international medical graduate characteristics are statistically significant. Estimates exclude cases 
missing information for international medical graduate status (6.2%).
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Figure 3. Percentage of office-based physicians by selected practice characteristics according to international medical 
graduate status
NOTE: All differences between U.S. medical graduates and international medical graduates are statistically significant.
SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, 2005–2006 and Health Professional Shortage Area classification maintained by the Health 
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